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KS governor sues in dispute over in-person services
MISSION, Kan. (AP) — Kansas’ Democratic governor has filed a lawsuit after a
Republican-dominated panel of legislative leaders overturned her executive order
banning religious and funeral services of more than 10 attendees during the
coronavirus pandemic.

Gov. Laura Kelly said Thursday that “the last thing” she wants to do right now is
get involved in a legal dispute, but the panel’s ruling Wednesday left her no
choice because lives are potentially on the line.

Kelly is asking the Kansas Supreme Court to expedite the case and hopes to have
a ruling by Sunday, which is Easter, the traditionally the most-attended church
service of the year.

MISSION, Kan. (AP) — The Kansas Supreme Court is set to hear arguments
Saturday on Gov. Laura Kelly’s lawsuit against legislative leaders who
overturned her executive order banning religious services of more than 10
attendees during the coronavirus pandemic.

The Democratic governor filed the lawsuit Thursday after a
Republican-dominated legislative panel overturned her order. Kelly and the panel
generally agree that worshipers should stay home and watch livestreamed
religious services during the pandemic, but they disagree on whether the state has
the constitutional authority to order it.

Kelly pointed to three religious gatherings that led to outbreaks of COVID-19, the
disease caused by the coronavirus. 
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