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MoNASP state tournament changed from live event to virtual one

The Missouri Department of Conservation (MDC) and the Missouri Conservation Heritage
Foundation (MCHF) announce that the 2020 Missouri National Archery in Schools Program
(MoNASP) State Tournament scheduled for March 19-21 at the Branson Convention Center
in Branson has been cancelled and is being changed to a virtual tournament where
participating student archers can compete at their local schools and teams can submit scores.

The change from a live statewide tournament involving attendance by thousands of people to
numerous, smaller competitions is in response to recommended health and safety precautions

related to the coronavirus (COVID-19).

“We at the Missouri Department of Conservation and the Missouri Conservation Heritage
Foundation are following the advice of health experts to avoid large concentrations of
people,” explained MDC MoNASP Coordinator Eric Edwards. “The safest and most
responsible option is to change the format from a live tournament to numerous smaller, local
competitions where teams can submit formal scores for a virtual state tournament.”

Edwards added that other states around the country are also following similar precautions for
their state tournaments by moving to virtual tournaments.

“Thousands of MoNASP student archers have worked very hard over the past year to hone
their skills for the state tournament and we do not want to eliminate that opportunity for
them,” Edwards said. “While not ideal, a virtual tournament still allows for state-level
competition while avoiding the risks of a gathering of many thousands.”

Up to 4,000 student archers were scheduled to compete in the state tournament with an
additional many more thousands of supporters expected to attend.

Student archers who shoot qualifying scores at the virtual state tournament will still earn
spots at the National Archery in the Schools Program (NASP) national tournament May 7-9
in Louisville, Kentucky.

With the change to a virtual tournament, MoNASP is providing the following
instructions to participating teams:

e All schools must re-register at the new MoNASP Virtual State Tournament for either
or both the Bulls-Eye and 3-D competitions by 11 p.m. March 15 at
nasptournaments.org

e Score cards will be mailed by MDC to schools along with return envelopes.

¢ Teams and individual archers are to compete at their home school or other nearby
school.

¢ Participants must follow all prescribed rules for the MoNASP State Tournament. Rules
can be found at
mdc.mo.gov/discover-nature/teacher-portal/monasp/archery-schools-tournaments.

¢ All completed score cards must be returned to MDC by March 27.

e A live presentation of awards will take place at 6 p.m. on March 31 via an MDC
Facebook Live event through the MDC Facebook page at com/moconservation/.

¢ The top 10 male and female archers in each division will be invited to a scholarship
shoot off on May 16. Location details are yet to be determined.
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e T-shirts and awards will be mailed to schools on April 1.
¢ For information about show tickets, hotel reservations, and other associated activities
with the original state tournament, please contact venues directly.

MOoNASP is coordinated through MDC, MCHF, and the Conservation Federation of Missouri
in partnership with more than 700 participating schools and numerous supporting
organizations throughout the state. More than 200,000 Missouri students participate in the
program. MoNASP is an affiliate of NASP and promotes education, self-esteem, and
physical activity for students in grades 4-12 through participation in the sport of archery.



