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Drought Stressed Plants Could Be Dangerous to Cattle 
( KLZA)  - Missouri agriculture officials are warning that cattle grazing on some drought-stressed
plants are at risk of falling ill or even dying.
 
One issue is nitrate poisoning. The University of Missouri Extension says nitrate poisoning poses the
biggest risk in pastures that contain sorghum sudan, millet and Johnsongrass. 
 
Animals that eat nitrate-laden plants appear to be suffocating because nitrate poisoning inhibits the
ability of blood to transport oxygen.
 
Nitrate is a naturally occurring form of nitrogen found in the soil. Normally, little nitrate
accumulates in plants because they rapidly convert nitrate to amino acids and proteins. But when
conditions are dry, the roots will take up nitrate faster than the plant can convert it.

Dry conditions also can lead to potentially toxic accumulations of prussic acid in plants such as
sorghum. 
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