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Lee's Summit, MO

Charles Wayne Cowley, 74, of Lee’s Summit, Missouri, was born May 24, 1948, in Horton,
Kansas, the son of Charles E. and Virginia J. (Cashman) Cowley. He departed this life,
Wednesday, September 21, 2022, at Saint Luke’s East Hospital in Lee’s Summit surrounded by
his loving family.

Following the death of his father, at a young age, Wayne was raised by his aunt and uncle, Carl
and Geraldine (Cashman) Smith.  

Wayne grew up in Powhattan, Kansas and graduated in 1966.  While in high school he excelled
in all sports and was set to receive a scholarship to play football.  He married Tari D. Peabody
on July 28, 1967. He served in the National Guard where his unit was activated and deployed to
Vietnam. He was a proud United States Army Vietnam War Veteran.

After returning from Vietnam, he tried several occupations but decided to follow in his father’s
footsteps and become a carpenter. While working as a meat cutter in a local store in Horton, he
was attending a carpenter trade school.  His carpentry skills led him to work for numerous area
contractors including George Shaw Construction from which he retired.

On July 4, 1992, he was united in marriage to Cheryl Ann (Hibdon) Bales in Lee’s Summit.
They enjoyed a wonderful life together. He enjoyed working in his yard, visiting with friends,
shopping, and traveling; he most loved time spent with family.  

Wayne never knew a stranger.  He had a warm smile and a kind word for everyone he met.
People gravitated to him for his fatherly advice, and he had a lifetime of stories to share.  He
lived a life of integrity and always showed an abundance of love for God, Family & Country. 
For the last three years of his life Wayne struggled with a progressive chronic illness but never
complained.  He kept his sense of humor and his spirits high. He always knew that when his
earthly life ended his heavenly life would begin.

Wayne was preceded in death by his parents, Charles and Virginia and his adopted parents, Carl
and Geraldine Smith.



He is survived by his wife, Cheryl Cowley of Lee’s Summit; three sons, Aaron (and Helena)
Cowley of Boston, Massachusetts, Scott (and Janelle) Cowley of Hiawatha, Kansas, and David
(and Sarah) Bales of Raymore, Missouri; nine grandchildren, Channing Cowley, Vera Cowley,
Ariel (and James) Cowley, Keeley (and Zach) Earp, Alec Cowley, Kendra Cowley, Wyatt (and
Mandi) Bales, Sadie (and Germon) Smith, and Dawson Bales; four great grandchildren, Hunter
Sherman, Hayden Bales, Walker Bales, and Maisyn Smith; three siblings, Patsy Smith-Yaussi of
Powhattan, William (and Leda) Smith of Hiawatha, David Cowley of Hiawatha; other relatives;
and a host of friends.

Visitation will be held 10:00 to 11:00 a.m. Tuesday, September 27, 2022, at the funeral home.

Funeral services will be held at 11:00 a.m.  Longtime family friend, Mr. Mark Teahan will
officiate.  Graveside military services and interment will be in the Greenwood Cemetery with
full military honors by the United States Army and the V.F.W. Post #3118 Honor Guard. 
Casket bearers are James Sherman, Zach Earp, Alec Cowley, Dawson Bales, Wyatt Bales, and
Germon Smith.

Memorial contributions are suggested to Saint Luke’s Health and Hospice and may be sent in
care of the funeral home.

Online condolences may be sent to the family at www.StanleyEdenburn.com

Arrangements: Stanley-Edenburn Funeral Home, 203 N. Armstrong St., Pleasant Hill, Missouri
64080 (816) 540-5550 
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