http://www.MSCNews.net/news/index.cfm?nk=69100

Kansas Mesonet

In 1986, weather stations were established at all K-State Research & Extension
research centers and equipment facilities. These stations combined to form the
Kansas Mesonet and can provide excellent information for making real-time
production agriculture decisions. Located in long-term sites as recommended by
the World Meteorological Organization, these sites employ research-grade
instrumentation for highly accurate weather data collection.

Located online at www.mesonet.k-state.edu, information collected from Mesonet
stations is updated in real-time, providing temperatures and wind speed (among

others) to site visitors. A click on any of the stations provides further information
specific to that site.

Trying to figure out soil temperatures for planting? The Kansas Mesonet
provides current soil temperatures with the ability to download historical
information for trend analysis as well. The same is true for much of the data
collected on the network, allowing you to take a look back at things like air
temperatures and soil moisture as well.

Got alfalfa? The growing degree calculator can tell you when to start scouting for
alfalfa weevil. Research shows that it takes 150 or more growing degree units for
alfalfa weevil to start feeding. An average of three weather stations surrounding
our Meadowlark Extension District counties shows we are still under 60 GDU’s.
Another week of pretty warm temperatures in the forecast means weevil will be
feeding soon and the Mesonet allows us to monitor as such.

Real-time inversion calculations are posted on the page for pesticide applicator
reference, as are relative humidity and other measures important for those
conducting prescribed burns. Want information on climate in Kansas? The
Mesonet site provides a link there as well.

As the network continues to expand, an even greater breadth of data will be
available, all at one site. Check it out today, and watch for upcoming
announcements about additional network sites here in the Meadowlark Extension
District. Want a tour of the site? Drop me a line and I’ll walk you through the
many features it has to offer.
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