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Experimenting with Cover Crops

A cover crop is a crop planted for the purpose of providing seasonal cover or for other conservation purposes such as
improvement of soil, erosion control, control of pests, or to provide supplemental forage for livestock. For producers
for whom cover crops are not yet a standard practice, now is an excellent time to take advantage of educational
opportunities and cost share programs that can take some of the guess work and financial risk out of experimenting
with covers.

A Cover Crop Field Tour will be held October 8 from 9:00 am — 12:00 pm at the Fairview Community Center in
Fairview, KS. Coffee and cinnamon rolls will be provided starting at 8:30 am, followed by presentations and a tour of
local field sites with cover crop experts Dr. DeAnn Presley and Dr. Jaymelynn Farney. This event is hosted by the
Brown County Conservation District, and sponsored by K-State Research and Extension and the United States
Department of Agriculture.

Delaware River WRAPS (Watershed Restoration and Protection Strategy) currently has cost share funds
available for the establishment of cover crops for cropland or livestock forage. The purpose of this cost share
program is to reduce the financial risk of experimenting with covers for producers for whom cover crops are not yet a
standard practice.

» The cost share rate is 75% up to a maximum of $45/acre and $4500 per producer per year

» Cover crop funds are targeted for use in high priority areas of the watershed for cropland and livestock
best management practices

» Applications will be considered in mid-September

Contact Melissa Arthur, Delaware River WRAPS Coordinator at 785-284-3422 or delawarewatershed@gmail.com or
visit www.delawarewraps.com to get more information, find out if land is in a watershed targeted area or to get an
application.
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